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_‘GaySubéaltufe:"
- While Banned,
It Flourishes

Continued From Page Al

- rine Corps rules.

- Because the rules against ho-
.mosexuals are still in force, gay serv-
.ice members say they are forced to live

a stealthy life style. And in an effort to
-help them deal with the hostility they
-face, an underground network of gay
" military groups, as well as a string of
‘bars and clubs, has sprung up to lend
-support and provide contacts to gay

" men and lesbians at bases around the
-country.

.~ - The network has evolved in a variety

- of ways, from exchanging telephone
Jumbers on computer bulletin boards

. 4o working together at AIDS-preven-

~ tion clinics. A few years ago, 20 junior

Navy officers formed the San Diego
‘Gay Naval Officers Association, an in-
formal social club. A West Point gradu-
ate in Falls Church, Va, Michael W.

.“Gary, recently started an association

of gay alumni from the service acad-

emy.
Big-City Advantages

. In large metropolitan areas, like
- Washington or Atlanta, gay soldiers
say it is easier to blend in and tap gay
civilian advocacy and support groups.
The majority of the 125 members of
-American Legion Post 448 in San Fran-
- cisco, for example, are homosexual

An off-duty marine

playing pool at Friends Lounge, a gay bar

base on the East Coast, has declared off limits to the installz

—

and helped support Petty Officer Keith

Meinhold of the Navy when he declared

his homosexuality on national televi-

Sion earlier this year.

But many installations, particularly

" Army bases, are in small, rural towns
_hours from a big city. In these cases,
. Bay soldiers say that dinner parties at

friends’ houses become the center of
-their social lives, with occasional trips
-out of town 1o clubs where they will not
“be recognized. -

s * Loneliness a Companion

* .Even in larger cities, gay soldiers
must be extremely discreet. “When I
was at Fort Bliss in El Paso, I drove six
hours to a gay bar in Tucson because 1

- was'so paranoid of being seen in town,"
said Mr. Gary, 29, who served five
years in the Army.

panion for young service members,
struggling to come to terms with their
sexual identity. Tim Rump, a 26-year-
old former Air Force radio-intercept
analyst, was stationed at Wheeler Air
Force Base in Hawaii for three years.
Mr. Rump said that when he joined the
service he was not sure if he was gay
and felt isolated.

“While 1 associated with people in
the office, I was very secretive about
what was. going on in my own life and
didn’t make that many close friends,"”
said Mr. Rump, who was discharged
{rom the Air Force when an acquaint-
ance turned him in. ‘

Other gay soldiers and sailors say
that tight-knit circles of friends reach
gut when a member transfers to a new

ase.

-Loneliness can be a constant com-

“When I went to San D
Norfolk, my friends here c:
friends there, and I had a re
network when I arrived,” -
year-old Navy lieutenant cc
who is now in the Washingto

Aid From National Gro

In addition, an array of lar
al organizations, from the .
Civil Liberties Union to the
Legal Defense and Educat:
offer advice and legal cour
gay members of the militan,
threatened with being disch.
homosexuality,

“Don’t tattle," advises one
distributed by the Gay anc
Military Freedom Project, a:
la group of gay rights orga:

“Giving names may actuz
things worse for you. Inv:
may try to bluff you into th::
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